


Geographical Concepts
	Locational Knowledge
	Locational knowledge supports children’s understanding of local, national and world geography. It also develops a child’s ability to find the location of places using maps, atlases and globes. This involves understanding aspects of these resources such as contents, index, latitude and longitude, recognition of symbols and understanding of scales. 

The NC says:
Develop contextual knowledge of the location of globally significant places – both terrestrial and marine


	Place Knowledge
	Place describes the human and physical characteristics of a location. Physical characteristics include a description of such things as the mountains, rivers, beaches, topography, and animal and plant life of a place. Human characteristics include the human-designed cultural features of a place, from land use and architecture to forms of livelihood and religion to food and folk ways to transportation and communication networks.

The NC says:
Develop contextual knowledge of the location of globally significant places – both terrestrial and marine – including their defining physical and human characteristics and how these provide a geographical context for understanding the actions of processes


	Human and Physical Geography
	Understand and describe specific aspects of human and physical geography e.g how they were formed, why they are needed, how they impact on people’s lives etc.

The NC says:
Understand the processes that give rise to key physical and human geographical features of the world, how these are interdependent and how they bring about spatial variation and change over time


	Geographical Skills and Fieldwork
	Fieldwork (whether local, residential or international) is an essential component of geography education. It enables pupils to better understand 'geographical reality', develop subject knowledge, and gain a range of skills that are difficult to develop in the classroom alone.
It engages children with real-world learning
It enables purposeful data collection
It connects children to their local environment, creates memories and helps develop identity
It promotes curiosity, vocabulary acquisition, creativity and critical thinking
It provides a genuine context for geographical skills and enquiry

The NC says:
Children are competent in the geographical skills needed to:
collect, analyse and communicate with a range of data gathered through experiences of fieldwork that deepen their understanding of geographical processes
interpret a range of sources of geographical information, including maps, diagrams, globes, aerial photographs and Geographical Information Systems (GIS)
communicate geographical information in a variety of ways, including through maps, numerical and quantitative skills and writing at length
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